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M A S O N I C  E D U C A T I O N  MASONIC DISTRIC NCR-G 

STATED MEETINGS 
BATONG BUHAY LODGE NO. 27 

Every 3rd Fiday  of the Month– 6PM 
Jacobo Zobel Masonic Temple, Makati City 

———————————— 
 

MUOG LODGE NO. 89 
Every 3rd Saturday  of the Month– 6PM 

Bgy San Dionisio, Paranaque City 
———————————————- 

 
KING SOLOMON LODGE NO. 150 

Every 2nd Monday of the Month– 6PM 
Jacobo Zobel Masonic Temple, Makati City 

———————————————- 
 

JACOBO ZOBEL MEM LODGE NO. 202 
Every 3rd Monday of the Month– 6PM 

Jacobo Zobel Masonic Temple, Makati City 
———————————————- 

 
PAGKAKAISA LODGE NO. 282 

Every 2nd Saturday  of the Month– 6PM 
Pagkakaisa Masonic Temple, Las Pinas City 

———————————————- 
 

KAGITINGAN LODGE NO. 286 
Every 2nd Tuesday of the Month– 6PM 

Jacobo Zobel Masonic Temple, Makati City 
———————————————- 

 
GEN ARTEMIO RICARTE LODGE NO.323 
Every 3rd Wednesday of the Month– 6PM 
Jacobo Zobel Masonic Temple, Makati City 

———————————————- 
 

PALANYAG LODGE NO. 323 
Every 2ndFiday  of the Month– 6PM 

King Solomon Garden, BFRV, Las Pinas City 
———————————————- 

 
LAS PINAS LODGE NO. 332 

Every 1st Friday  of the Month– 6PM 
King Solomon Garden, BFRV, Las Pinas City 

——————————————- 
WENCESLAO TRINIDAD MEM LODGE NO. 

365 
Every 4th Fiday  of the Month– 6PM 

Jacobo Zobel Masonic Temple, Makati City 
———————————————- 

 
HADJI ABDUL BAGUI RASUL MEM LODGE 

NO. 393 
Every 4th Monday  of the Month– 6PM 

Jacobo Zobel Masonic Temple, Makati City 
———————————————- 

 
MUNTINLUPA LODGE  U.D. 

Every 3rd Fiday  of the Month– 6PM 
Victoria Homes, Muntinlupa City 

—————————————
Page 16 

 

Page 1 

less 500 informal settlers. 

The houses are built on 

bamboo stilts  directly 

standing on the river which 

have a bamboo slats walk-

way.  

According to one of the resi-

dents, most occupations 

othe inhabitants are tempo-

rary construction workers 

and other non permanent 

jobs. 

The setters association 

president, Chalita Fa-

jarito expressed her 

thanks.  

Other Brethren who 

joined the outreach 

program were Bro Ben-

jie Ilaga, Bro Samid 

Sabal, Pet Jef Man-

lapaz, Pet Glenn Qui-

nay, Pet Camlon Nasdo-

man, Pet  Karlo Cortez. 

   HANDOG PAGMAMAHAL SA KAPWA 

THE TROWEL 

 

The trowel is an instrument that made use of by operative masons 

to spread the cement which unites a building into a common 

mass, but we as  Free and Accepted Masons are taught to make 

use of it  for a more noble purpose of spreading the cement of 

brotherly love and affection, that cement which unites us into one 

sacred band or society of friends, among whom no contention 

should ever exist, but that noble contention, or rather emulation, 

of who can best work and best agree.  

 

Through the use of the trowel, spreading the cement, the single 

bricks and stones, once a chaotic mass, now stand united and 

solid, to form this noble edifice which we dedicate this day to the 

cause of God and Masonry.  

 

Through the symbolic service of the Masonic trowel, spreading the 

cement of brotherly love and affection, we, the individual mem-

bers, once as separated and chaotic as these stones which house 

us, are as firmly bound together in a union which dedicates us one 

for all and all for one. . .  

 

What were this structure, which we solemnly consecrate, had not 

the trowel been honestly wielded, or if the cement and mortar 

should fail it?  

What were our brotherhood without the bond of love and affection 

to bind us close?  

 

Only as long as this bond continues to unite us, only so long will 

this Temple stand a true shrine of Masonry and of God. Only so 

long will our Brotherhood be a real brotherhood, worthy of its con-

secration and its vows.  

Then, the true  symbolism of the trowel  consecrates its real pur-

pose. 

 

Look about us today and see the result. Where is the brotherhood, 

the affection, the peace, the understanding ?  

 

Reflect My Brothers,  open your hearts and mind! 

March 1, 2014–Las Pinas City. 

Pagkakaisa Lodge No. 282 

Brethren headed by WM Ga-

briel C. Comia, Jr.  with SW 

Noel F Yumul and JW Norware 

V. Tambara and the brethren 

have launched  distribution of 

goodies for the settlers at Sitio 

Makipot, Pulang Lupa, Las 

Pinas City. The area is located  

on the river near the seashore 

of Las Pinas bay. 

The settlement is composed 

of more than 150 shanties 

with a population of more or 



How good  and how pleas-

ant  it is for brethren to 

dwell together in unity !  

 

Last stated meeting, we 

have witnessed the 

awarding of past master’s 

apron and certificate to   

WB Heriberto D. Tiu, past 

master 2012 by VW 

Wilfredo N. Delloso, PM, 

PDGL in accordance to 

the motion  made by the 

brethren during the meet-

ing.  

The spirit of pagkakaisa 

has started to manifest in 

the eyes and heart of 

those presents as it is the sign 

of reconciliation and under-

standing. 

In return, WB Heriberto D. Tiu 

expressed his gratitude to the 

brethren for considering his 

achievements as worshipful 

master during his term. 

A warm round of applause 

was extended by the brethren. 

And an atmosphere of joy and 

brotherly love was felt among 

the brothers. 

As your Worshipful, I encour-

age the brethren to extend full 

heart of understanding, re-

spect and brotherly love 

Every one  of us creature  is 

distinct and special from each 

other as noted in our charac-

ter and behavior and we have 

all different path, pattern  and 

goal in  life which we are en-

deavoring to attain perfection 

from rough ashlar. Having 

said that, lets try to reflect the 

shortcoming of a brother so 

we may know and understand 

ourselves and our relationship 

to the ALL. 

Thank you! 

 

along the river of Pulang  

Lupa, I considered myself 

fortunate  enough to be 

blessed by GAOTU with the 

basic necessities of life and 

opportunities. 

Having said that, I would 

like to  impart the feeling of 

helping and giving  others.  

Brethren, 

 

Its good for the soul and 

please to the body the 

pleasure of extending 

help to less fortunate 

kapwa. 

When I saw the situation 

of the dwelling place of 

the informal  settlers 

Our Worshipful Master 

Gabby Comia, suggested 

that we continue the “meal 

for a cause” program, and 

this time would be the 

street children of Metro 

Manila. 

F RO M  T H E  W E S T  

FROM T HE E AST  

 F RO M  T H E  S O U T H  

taon at nagsalita ng aking 

saloobin at pagtutol sa 

pagbibigay ng apron, pero 

sa dahil sa spirit ng 

pagkakaisa at pagka-

kasundo ng magkakapa-

tid, isa ako ngayon na 

taos pusong sumasang 

ayon sa mga pangyayari. 

 

Nagagalak po ako at taos 

puso ang pagbati kay WB 

Heriberto D. Tiu sa pagga-

gawad ng apron bilang isang 

Marangal na Guro. 

Sana po sa mga susunod na 

panahon  ay patuloy na ang 

minimithi nating katiwasayan 

at  pagmamahalan sa ating 

lohiya. 

Pang unawa po lamang at 

respesto sa bawat isa ang 

aking hangad. 

Salamat Po! 

Mga kapatid sa Masoneria: 

 

Lubos akong nagpapasala-

mat na sa unang stated 

meeting natin ay ramdam 

and pagkakaunawaan ng 

mga kapatid sa ipinakitang 

pagbibigay ng apron kay WB 

Heriberto D. Tiu.  

 

Isa po ako sa mga dating 

tumayo noong nakaraang 
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Recycled Laff! 

 - - - - - -  

Laughter is the best medicine.  Unless you are laughing for no reason, then you 

need real medicine! 

 - - - - -  

Maid:    Ma’am, may tawag  dito kay Sir, 

Ma’am:  Sino daw siya? 

Maid:   Ayaw ibigay name niya!  Di kaya baka yon ang kabit ni Sir? 

Ma’am:  Gaga, baka yun ang misis niya! 

 - - - - - -  

A pregnant woman went to a fortune teller 

Fortune Teller:  When you deliver the baby, the baby’s father will die! 

Woman:  Thank God, my husband is safe! 

- - - - - -  

Husband:  Honey, how come when I get angry at you, you never even fight back.  

                   How do you control your anger? 

Wife:          I clean the toilet bowl. 

Husband:  And how does that help? 

Wife:          Honey, I use your toothbrush! 

 - - - - -  

Anak:  Inay, buntis po ako. 

Nanay:  Langya ka!  Binigyan ka ng magandang buhay kahit hirap kami ng tatay mo, 

iyan pa ang igaganti mo? Lumayas ka! 

Anak:  Inay, si Mayor po ang ama. 

Nanay:  Joke lang, anak. Pa check up tayo bukas ha? Samahan kita. Love you, anak. 

  - - - - - 

Anak:   T’ay, may bf na po ako. 

Tatay:  Ah.. 

Anak:  T’ay, buntis po ako. 

Tatay:  Hmm, ganon ba. 

Anak:   Tatay, nagdadalang tao ako, bakit hindi kayo nag-aalala sa  akin? 

Tatay:  Tumigil-tigil ka nga dyan Federico, busy ako. Magsumbong ka sa Nanay mo. 

 - - - - -  

Handy little reference guide for home pregnancy test. 

Color Blue is not pregnant. 

Color Pink is pregnant. 

Color Brown means, you had it in the wrong hole. 

 - - - - - -  

Anak:  Tay, pinatatanong ni ma’m kung ano daw ang propesyon nyo. 

Tatay:  Sabihin mo cardiologist. 

Anak:  Ano po yung cardiologist, ‘tay? 

Tatay:  Yung taga-ayos ng radio ng car! 

 



 
 

 

     F R O M  T H E  S E C R E T A R Y ’ S  T A B L E  

 

 

T R E S T L E B O A R D  B Y  W B  A N D Y  S .  R A M O S  

WB Gabriel Comia, Jr. 

  SW Noel F. Yumul 

 

Jw Norware V. Tambara 

VW Herbert P. Quimpo 

WB Jorge A. Manaog 

WB Arnel F. Pilapil 
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          P282 ADVISORY: 

 

                         PLEASE UPDATE YOUR ANNUAL DUE.S 

                          GRAND LODGE’S  REQUIREMENT  TO PAY THE PER CAPITA  

                          JANUARY 31, 2014. 

                              

 

B.   FOR BALLOTING 

        - GENATO, GIDEO        Jul-2006  NAIA 

        - MERCADO, ALLAN        Oct-2012 PNP, Capt 

        - AMUGUIS, DAINIS        Jan-2013  PNP, Cap   

       -  NDULAN, BRYAN          Jan-2013 PNP, Capt 

        - RICARDO, ARNEL         Jan-2013  Seaman 

        - ILAGA, ALEN                 Feb-2013  Shell 

        - MANLAPAZ. JEFFREY   Jan -2013 PNP, PO2 

        - DECENA, FRANCIS       Mar-2013PNP,PO3   

        - IGNACIO, ROLANDO.JR   Jun-2013  Businessman 

        - GARCIA. MARLON           Aug-2013 Businessman 

 

 

 

A.  FOR 2ND DEGREE  

        -  SOLIS, BERNABE      Prosecutor 

         - RED, ARIEL               PNP,  Lt. Col 

         - FABIA, HOLM            PNP, SPO4 

    

B. FOR  1ST DEGREE  

        - MAGLEO, ROMMEL      PNP,  Col 

        - QUINAY, GLEN              PNP, PO2 

       - NASDOMAN, CAMLON  PNP, LT Col 

        - PABONITA, SAM           PNP, LT Col 

        - CORTEZ, KARLO          Toyota Sales 

     



Agenda: 

Opening of the Lodge 

        . Presentation of the Flag 

        . Grand Lodge March 

        . Reception of dignitaries 

        . Acknowledgement of Past Masters 

 

Reading of Minutes of the Previous Stated Meeting 

Reading of the Financial Reports 

         . Secretaries financial Report 

          . Treasurer's Financial report 

          . Almoner's financial Report 

Bills for Payment 

Masonic Education 

            .  DGL  Time 

Reading of Grand lodge  Circulars and Edicts 

New Business: 

            .  Plan Projects 

 - Approval of Annual Budget for 2014 

 

 Birthday Celebrants /Wedding Anniversaries 

 . Bag of Fraternal Assistance 

 

 . Other Matters: 

   Resolution 

 . Acknowledgement of Visiting  Brethren 

 

   DDGM Time 

 

   Closing of the Lodge 

           . Retirement of the Flag 

           .  Closing 

 

  Fellowship 

 

S T A T E D  M E E T I N G   M A R C H   2 0 1 4  

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY SISTERS: 

07: SISTER FELICIDAD F. ESPINO 

08: SISTER ANITA B. ATANACIO 

13: SISTER LILIAN A. MANAOG 

16: SISTER LULIBETH J. RELANO 

16: SISTER LUZVIMINDA O. AUSTRIA 
20: SISTER SUSANA V. SANTOS 

21: SISTER LUZVIMINDA M. BAGASIN 

21: SISTER VIVIAN Y. ABING 
28: SISTER JENALIN P. YUTERO 

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY BRETHREN: 

02: BRO. ROWEN S. TOLENTINO 
04: BRO. EFREN B. BALUYOT 

08: BRO. BENJAMIN J. TORRES 

08: BRO. RICARDO A. DAVID, JR. 
15: MW RAYMUNDO M. BELTRAN 

15: BRO. RAYMOND C. ESPLANA 

16: WB HERIBERTO D. TIU 
21; BRO. DEXTER C. VERSOLA 

23: BRO. EDGAR M. CASISON 

26: BRO. GREGORIO R. PEREGRIN 
29: BRO. ARTHUR S. CALLANTA 

30: VW QUIRINO S. CALONZO, PDGL 

Panunumpa sa 

Watawat ng Pilipinas  

 Ako ay Pilipino 

Buong katapatang 

nanunumpa sa watawat ng 

Pilipinas 

At sa bansang kanyang 

sinasagisag na may dangal 

katarungan at kalayaan, 

Na pinakikilos ng 

sambayanang makadiyos, 

makatao makakalikasan at 

 

 

B I R T H D A Y  C E L E B R A N T S   M A R C H  

W E D D I N G  A N N I V E R S A R I E S  M A R C H  
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HAPPY WEDDING ANNIVERSARY: 
08: BRO. MARLO & SISTER CRISTINA SOLERO 

10: WB EPIFANIO & SISTER MA. THERESA ALCANTARA 

13: WB ORLANDO & SISTER CHARITO SANTIAGO 
18: BRO. MARJON & SISTER ANN VALDEJUESA 

20: VW HERBERT & SISTER LEONORA QUIMPO 

26: WB JORGE & SISTER LILIAN MANAOG 

30: BRO. DEXTER & SISTER CHERRY LYN VERSOLA 

30: BRO. ORLANDO & SISTER SYLVIA ORTUA  



 by WB Andres S. Ramos, PM 

 

Meditation:  The  Science of Being “Actively Calm”. 

 

You cannot buy peace; you must know how to 

manufacture it within, in the stillness of your daily 

practice in meditation. 

 

Everything in the phenomenal world displays activ-

ity and changefullness, but tranquility is the na-

ture of God. Man as a soul within himself that 

same nature of calmness.   

 

When In his consciousness, he can level and still 

these mental states of upheaval – the waves of 

sorrow and gladness and the dips of indifference 

between them we perceives within himself the 

placid ocean of spiritual soul calmness expanding 

into the boundless sea of tranquility in spirit. 

 

To meditate is to be actively calm.  Meditation is 

active calmness “passive calmness” as in sleep or 

idle daydreaming is essentially different from ac-

tive calmness- the positive state of peace found in 

scientific meditation. 

 

Every night in sleep, you have a taste with peace 

and joy. While you are in deep slumber, God 

makes you live in the tranquil super conscious-

ness in which all the fears and worries of this ex-

istence are forgotten.   

 

By meditation, you can experience that state of 

mind when you are awake, and be constantly em-

mersed in healing peace. 

 

Though you may be able to perform great worldly 

feats, you never will know joy equal to that which 

comes through meditation, when the thoughts 

and silence and your mind  is tuned to the 

peace of God. 

 

Meditation opens wide all the closed inner 

door of your body, mind and soul to admit the 

surge of God’s power your body and entire 

being changes when you practice meditation 

regularly.   

 

Contact with God brings inner harmony in to 

your life as you merge with His peace. But you 

must meditate earnestly, consistently, and 

continually to realize fully the rewarding ef-

fects of the supreme force. 

 

The ordinary man is all the time time restless.  

When he begins to practice meditation, he is 

once in a while calm, half the time restless.  

With longer faithful practice, he is most of the 

time calm, and only once in a while restless.  

As he persevers, he reaches the state wherein 

he is always calm, never restless, where mo-

tion leases, God begins. 

 

‘ Be still and know that am God” because in 

stillness you hear the voice of God” Psalm 

146:10 

 

Start  practicing to control your human senses, 

because by controlling your 5 humans senses, 

your 6th sense will be active. The 6th sense is 

better known as “intuition”. Intuition is the 

communication line between soul conscious-

ness and God’s consciousness.   

Intuition is peace of mind. 
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middle. He left in disgust and even 
forfeited his share. Not long after, the 
corporation closed shop. 

Kuya Bert decided to venture on his 
own. With the help of his wife, Shirley, 
he founded CARGO MATE INCORPO-
RATED. It was to be the flagship that 
gave birth to five other corporations all 
fully owned by Mr. and Mrs. Roberto Q. 
Pagotan. One of them, Genetrix Incor-
porated is co-owned with two brother 
Masons who are based in Saipan, Maria-
nas Islands. 

While Bert was actively pursuing his 
business ventures he did not neglect his 
personal development. He found time to 
secure a bachelor’s degree from A. 
Rodriquez College and take special 
studies in Management at the Ateneo de 
Manila University. He even enrolled as a 
law student at the Philippine Law 
School. Typical of his character, when 
he saw how dilapidated was the class-
room at the law school, he had it re-
paired and air conditioned at his per-
sonal expense. 

Having consolidated his business hold-
ings under the solid day-to-day man-
agement of Sis. Shirley, Kuya Bert Pago-
tan embarked upon humanitarian and 
other charitable endeavors. 

In the 1980’s he was drafted into active 
duty as a major in the Philippine Air 
Force reserve force. Emerging at the top 
his training class in 1984-1986, he 
immersed himself in the Philippine Air 
Force’s intelligence work. As evidence 
of his exemplary service he was award-
ed 19 service plaques of merit and 
awards, plus 12 commendations for 
various achievements while in active 
duty. Twice (1986&1988) he received 
the coveted Officer of the Year award of 
the Philippine Air Force Reserve Com-
mand. 

Early in his military sojourn he was 
assigned to the command of General 
Vicente Eduardo, then Director of Pris-
ons at Muntinglupa. At the New Bilibid 
Prisons he analyzed why recidivism was 
high among hardened criminals. 

There is an area in the prison com-
pound where hardened criminals were 
quartered. Even guards were not al-
lowed to venture into this area without 
the express permission of the Director 
himself and even then only after taking 
very elaborate safety precautions. One 
day, the daring Major Pagotan, simply 
walked into the compound. Before the 
flabbergasted hardened criminals could 
react, he brought out his peace offer-
ing: bottles of liquor. The Major drew 
the response he expected; the convicts 
immediately brought out their hoards of 
food for “pulutan.” It was a typical 
display of Kuya Bert’s human relations 
skill. He soon earned the trust of the 
hardened convicts. General Eduardo was 
seething with rage when he found out 
what his young aide had done. 

The future Grand Master became a frequent 
visitor of the compound. He discovered that 
the convicts who were released almost al-
ways came back, because they found it 
difficult to cope with freedom. It was next to 
impossible for them to secure gainful em-
ployment and out of frustration they com-
mitted crimes and pleaded guilty just to be 
returned to prison. He offered to set up 
scholarships for their children. His reason 
was that an education would give the chil-
dren a better chance of finding livelihood. It 
would increase the odds that the prisoners 
would return to a family with a decent in-
come. 

Using his own funds he sent to school, each 
year, 30 to 35 children of convicts. When 
there were not enough he sent to school the 
children of lowly paid prison guards. 

Among the officers in the armed forces 
whom Kuya Bert befriended was Navy Lieu-
tenant (s.g) Isidro Banaria. On one occasion 
Lt. Banaria, confided to Kuya Bert that he 
wanted to join a civic club. Major Pagotan 
advised him to think twice before joining for 
he once belonged to civic club but he left 
after finding out that their supposed charita-
ble deeds were just for show. He instead 
advised Lt. Banaria that it would be better if 
he became a Mason because, according to 
Major Pagotan, Masons practice charity 
without publicity or fanfare expecting noth-
ing in return. His friend inquired if he was a 
Mason. The Major replied that he was not. 
“Well,” Lt. (s.g.) Banaria said “I thought so, 
but you see, I am a Mason!” After a few 
moments of embarrassing silence, Major 
Pagotan meekly asked his friend how to go 
about becoming a Mason. And so, with VW 
Banaria as his sponsor, the future Grand 
Master came to see the Light. 

Pagotan forthwith devoted his full attention 
to Masonry. His rise was astounding. Barely a 
year after his raising, he was elected Junior 
Warden of his Lodge, Pagkakaisa Lodge No. 
282. At some point thereafter the lease over 
their lodge hall expired. A few brethren 
“volunteered” his garage as a temporary 
venue. Kuya Bert Pagotan not only agreed,” 
he repaired his garage to make it suitable for 
lodge use. 

A year later (1993) he was elected Senior 
Warden. The members actually wanted him 
to be the Master, but because of his reluc-
tance they were constrained to elevate 
someone else. Four months later the Master 
resigned. Kuya Bert realized it was a set up 
but he had no options; he had to occupy the 
Oriental Chair. 

Upon being installed as Master, Kuya Bert 
proceeded to build his Lodge temple and 
finished the work in seven months. 

Kuya Bert was chosen as the Outstanding 
Worshipful Master by MW Pablo C. Ko, Jr. The 
following he was tapped as District Grand 
Lecturer by MW Danilo D. Angeles. And so 
started his journey to the purple of our 
Institution. His unselfish and untiring devo-
tion to Masonic labors was so amazing MW 
Angeles singled him out as the “Most Out-
standing Mason.” VW Roberto Q. Pagotan 
continued his exciting adventure in our 
exalted Institution. In 1996-97 he was ap-

pointed District Deputy Grand Master for 
Masonic District No. 13. The following year he 
was entrusted with the position of Chief of 
Staff of the Grand Master in addition to being 
Senior Grand Lecturer and Associate Editor of 
the Cabletow. In 1998-99 MW Enrique Locsin 
made him his Executive Assistant 

These accomplishments were not lost among 
then brethren. In 2001, the members of the 
Grand Lodge elected him Junior Grand War-
den. In 2002, he became the Senior Grand 
Warden, in 2003 Deputy Grand Master and, 
ultimately, in 2004, Grand Master of Masons 
under the jurisdiction of the Most Worshipful 
Grand Lodge of the Philippines.The first time 
Kuya Bert Pagotan mentioned that he intend-
ed to be the Grand Master of Masons in the 
Philippines, everybody in the group thought 
he was kidding and there were hearty laughs 
all around. The laughter was understandable 
considering that the date was sometime in 
April 1995 and he had just been appointed 
District Grand Lecturer in his Masonic District, 
plus the fact that not a few bottles of beer 
had been had by all. When the laughter died 
down, Kuya Bert added, “in 2030”. One or two 
laughed again but those who familiar with 
Kuya Bert knew it was not idle talk. 

Most Worshipful Roberto Q. Pagotan is today 
what he said he would be ten years ago. 

To many brethren, Kuya Bert is an enigma. 
Indeed, how could someone come out of 
nowhere and like a flash shoot up to the most 
exalted position in Philippine Freemasonry in 
record time? To be sure, Kuya Bert is no 
ordinary. 

Excerpts from GLPhils Website: 

Note: 

Presently, Most Worshipful Bert Pagotan is a 
resident of  Florida, USA with Sister Shirley 
enjoying life as retiree. 

MASONIC EDUCATION 



objects were not considered to be 

erotic, but as signs and bringers 

of prosperity, owing to their repro-

ductive ability. For the same rea-

son phallic motifs were often 

found on terracotta plaques set 

into the outer walls of buildings, 

particularly at street corners, for 

example at Pompeii”. 

“The symbol is linked with the god 

Priapus, who was always depicted 

with a grossly exaggerated and 

erect penis. Images of him were 

popular in wall-painting and as 

bronze statuettes. As well as be-

ing considered a protector of 

property he was the god of the 

fertility of gardens and farms”. 

“In the second half of the eight-

e e n t h 

cent ury 

a num-

ber of 

c o l l e c -

tors and 

antiquar-

i a n s 

showed 

a serious interest in 'erotica'. 

Charles Townley, the important 

collector who owned this piece 

and his friends Sir William Hamil-

ton and Richard Payne Knight 

argued that the ultimate origins of 

all human religious thought lay in 

priapism, the worship of the phal-

lus as the symbol of the creative 

principle”. 

C. Johns, Sex or symbol: erotic 

images (London, The British Mu-

seum Press, 1982)    

            - - - - - - - - - 

Editors Note:  

Bro. Herbert P. Quimpo is a con-

tributor in the Cabletow Magazine 

published by the Grand Lodge of 

Free and Accepted Masons of the 

Philippines. 
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Bro. Herbert P. Quimpo, PM, CDGL  

Wind Chimes 

According to Wikipedia are 

chimes constructed from sus-

pended tubes, rods, bells or 

other objects and are often 

made of metal or wood.  

Wind chimes are usually hung 

outside 

of a 

b u i l d -

ing or 

r e s i -

dence, 

as a 

v i s ua l 

a n d 

aural garden ornament, and are 

to be played by the wind. 

They have a special ability to 

turn a frown upside down and 

completely transform away the 

day’s stresses.  They even rekin-

dle fond childhood memories 

and help you relax by listening 

to the sounds of natural chimes. 

I adore wind chimes for the 

sounds they make and I have 

one at home.  The differences 

are in the elements.  

Do you know that the materials 

of the wind chimes are said to 

cause an influence in different 

corners of the house?  They all 

look so good outside and make 

you feel inside too. They are 

outdoor mobiles that strike 

pleasant notes when stirred by 

a breeze.  Buddhists were espe-

cially known for their love of wind 

chimes.  Though wind chimes were 

developed from time immemorial, they 

didn’t become popular in the West 

until the 1800s.  Wind chimes can be 

found in Buddhist temples and Chi-

nese pagodas. 

The right wind chime can transform 

your mood and entire outlook of your 

physical body because the harmonic 

melodies can stimulate the release of 

endorphins and relieve stress.  The 

most common types of wind chimes 

are constructed of tubular pipes of 

metal or wood, suspended from an o-

ring.  The pipes are of different lengths 

and may be solid or hollow.  When 

wind blows through the chimes, the 

tubes bump one another, producing 

pleasant tones. It is well known that 

different sounds have specific effects 

on the body.  The type of wind chimes 

that appeal is a personal preference.  

Tiny metal wind chimes create a tin-

gling music, while heavier metal tubes 

strike deeper some richer tones. 

Wooden wind chimes produce an or-

ganic musical sound, while bamboo 

chimes can sound like a babbling 

brook. 

Whether metal, wood, bamboo or 

something less traditional, wind 

chimes can add a charming ambience 

to any environment.  

 

B r o n z e 

tintinnab-

u l u m , 

R o m a n , 

1st cen-

tury AD, - 

B r i t i s h 

Museum. 

A wind-

chime for protection and prosperity 

“Phallic amulets like this were often 

hung in the doorways of Roman hous-

es and shops, together with a lamp, to 

protect against evil spirits, and the 

sound of the bells attached to them 

was also believed to serve the same 

purpose. These aggressively male 

usual barkada. The barkada, Philippine 
style, was the surest way to take one’s mind 
away from school assignments and Kuya 
Bert was no exception. His neglect mani-
fested itself in poor grades that were no-
ticed by an uncle who promptly took steps 
to distance Bert from his barkada. He wan-
gled from the eminent Zamoras a summer 
job for his grandson at the Manila Hotel. 

Before Bert’s stint as an apprentice was up, 
the employees called a strike. He was inside 
the hotel when it started. He stayed on and 
as the strike dragged on his services were 
repeatedly extended. Management was so 
impressed with Pagotan’s work that he was 
given a regular item. Thus at the tender age 
of 15 the future Grand Master became a full 
time worker. At the plush Manila Hotel, 
Kuya Bert entered a new world of sophisti-
cation and he adapted to the environment 
as fish to water. Soon he was on a first 
name basis with regular VIP guests. His 
natural PR skills evolved to new heights. He 
learned to relate with people from all walks 
of life, from lowly waiters to foreign digni-
taries. 

Bert familiarized himself with all the aspects 
of hotel operations. He even managed to set 
up a modest, but relatively profitable, busi-
ness for himself as a sideline. He bought PX 
goods from the United States Naval Base in 
Cavite which was near his residence and 
sold them to hotel guests. Once, while he 
was operating an elevator, a foreign guest 
who was a church minister and his wife, 
seeing how young he was, inquired about 
his personal circumstances. Learning that 
he had stopped schooling, the minister 
convinced him that there was a way for him 
to finish his high school without interrupt-
ing his work and gave him a brochure on 
correspondence courses. Grabbing the 
opportunity, Kuya Bert mailed his applica-
tion. After an extended period of time, the 
American International School sent him a 
letter of admission. That was the good 
news. The bad news was that it cost 
$123.00. In those days that amount was 
enough for a down payment on a good 
second hand car. 

Crestfallen, Bert was ready to forego his 
ambition to get an education. However, 
when the minister leaned of Bert’s predica-
ment, he offered to pay for the tuition on 
condition that Bert promised he would finish 
his course. 

The innate goodness of the church minister 
was not lost on Bert He realized that the 
world is full of men with genuine concern 
for their fellow human beings. He accepted 
the offer and made a firm resolve that if he 
ever attained a position in life where he 
could afford to extend a helping hand to 
others, he would never hesitate to do so. 
Thus, was implanted in Bert’s heart the 
Masonic teachings of love and charity. 

Kuya Bert immersed himself in serious 

study. His benefactor was the proudest 
person when Kuya Bert, at the age of 17, got 
his high school diploma as the valedictorian 
of his batch. His good showing encouraged 
him to study further. Soon he finished a 
special course in Psychology at the same 
exclusive school. 

In the meantime, the hotel manager offered 
him a promotion as a front desk manager, 
but Bert turned it down. He was making more 
as a bell captain and, more important, he did 
not have to dress up like a mannequin. 

Bert was doing well. He was working in the 
best hotel in the Philippines, was personally 
known to the hotel’s president and was a 
close friend of his children, one of whom 
(Richard) he used to tutor in math. Kuya Bert, 
however, decided to look for greener pas-
tures. He accepted a offer from a brother-in-
law to manage his business manufacturing 
ladies lingerie’s. It was a total departure from 
his former work but Bert proved equal to the 
task. His natural ability to relate with people 
became his main asset in managing the 
budding business. Ever the extrovert, howev-
er, he was uncomfortable confined in a facto-
ry. As soon as an opportunity to work in a 
large concern was offered he accepted. 

His next job – with Allied Air Freight Inc. – 
introduced him to a line of work that was 
totally suited for a man of his aptitude. He 
familiarized himself thoroughly with all 
aspects of its operation and developed a 
network of friends engaged in other aspects 
of moving cargo by air, land or sea. 

Other noticed Kuya Bert’s business acumen. 
A company he had helped pro bono during 
the tough times that followed the imposition 
of Martial Law offered him the position of 
Chief Operating Officer of the fledgling 
Bagwis Air Cargo. Assured that he would 
have a free hand in managing the corporation 
he accepted, but not after a serious effort by 
his employer to retain him. 

With Kuya Bert at the helm, Bagwis Air Cargo 
was soon literally flying high on the road to 
prosperity. Success however gave birth to a 
dispute among the owners with Kuya Bert 
caught in the middle. He refused to take 
sides and instead resigned. It was only a 
matter of time after Kuya Bert left that Bagwis 
Air Cargo flopped. 

The enterprising Kuya Bert then entered into 
a partnership with a relative in the manufac-
ture of pressure tanks. They were doing well, 
however, one of the former owners of Bagwis 
Air Cargo sought his services and offered him 
a block of shares as part of his compensa-
tion. It was an offer difficult to refuse. And so 
Wings Freight Forwarders came into being 
with Kuya Bert owning a third of it. 

With Kuya Bert as vice president for opera-
tions the result was predictable – success. 
Again however, success led to discord be-
tween his partners, and again he was in the 

MW ROBERTO Q. PAGOTAN, PGM             
GRAND MASTER 2004 

The first time Kuya Bert Pagotan mentioned 
that he intended to be the Grand Master of 
Masons in the Philippines, everybody in the 
group thought he was kidding and there were 
hearty laughs all around. The laughter was 
understandable considering that the date was 
sometime in April 1995 and he had just been 
appointed District Grand Lecturer in his 
Masonic District, plus the fact that not a few 
bottles of beer had been had by all. When the 
laughter died down, Kuya Bert added, “in 
2030”. One or two laughed again but those 
who familiar with Kuya Bert knew it was not 
idle talk. 

Most Worshipful Roberto Q. Pagotan is today 
what he said he would be ten years ago. 

To many brethren, Kuya Bert is an enigma. 
Indeed, how could someone come out of 
nowhere and like a flash shoot up to the most 
exalted position in Philippine Freemasonry in 
record time? To be sure, Kuya Bert is no 
ordinary man. 

Born to a prominent family from Cavite in a 
Pasay City Hospital, he spent his early child-
hood in Looban, now part of Barangay Ani-
ban, Bacoor, Cavite. His favorite sport was 
boxing. He became so proficient that at the 
age of six he knocked out a sparring partner. 
Later on, his family moved from place to 
place and consequently Kuya Bert, fondly 
called “Baby” then by his parents, had to 
transfer from one school to another, some-
times even in the middle of the school term. 

Although he usually topped his classes aca-
demically, he was given scholastic honors 
only up to his third grade. Thereafter, due to 
residential requirements, the honors were 
denied him. However, when he was graduat-
ing from the elementary grades the school 
authorities waived residential factors and 
granted him the top honors. He likes to 
narrate that when he attended the com-
mencement exercises he was all alone; no-
body in his household accompanied him. His 
teacher had to pin the medal upon his chest. 
An uncle later rebuked him for not informing 
them that he was the class valedictorian, but 
to Bert it was no big deal. 

As Kuya Bert entered his teens, ever gregari-
ous by nature, he gravitated towards the 
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                          HANDOG PAGMAMAHAL SA KAPWA” OUTREACH PROGRAM 

                                    SITIO MAKIPOT, PULANG LUPA, LAS PINAS CITY 

 

During the stated meeting of Feb 8, 2014, a 

motion was raised by WB Arnel F. Pilapil and 

seconded by JW Norware V. Tambara to award 

the Past Masters apron to WB Heriberto D. 

Tiu, and likewise unanimously approved by the 

brethren of Pagkakaisa Lodge No. 282.. 

 

VW Wilfredo N. Delloso, PDGL presented the 

Past Masters Apron together with the Paster 

Masters Certificate. 

 WM Gabriel C. Comia, Jr., WB Heriberto D. Tiu,  VW Wilfredo N. Delloso, PDGL 
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